[Reflections concerning the fixation of the small intestine or of mesentery in the adult (author's transl)].
On the basis of their own observations as well as those collected during a round table meeting of the Association Française de Chirurgie, the authors attempt to give an objective review of the value of these operations in relations to the technique used, the operative circumstances and the indications. A detailed analytical study shows that mortality and morbidity have a relatively low prevalence. Long term results are favourable in 73% of cases. The risk of recurrent obstruction is of 5 to 10%. Emphasising contraindications on a so-called "prophylactic basis" and in certain pathological states, the authors conclude that such procedures are valuable in recurrent obstructions and deperitonisations after extensive viscerolysis.